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the vast majority of Americans believe 
the richest of the rich should con-
tribute a little bit to bringing this 
country out of the economic problems 
we have. 

So I would hope we can move for-
ward. We are going to have a cloture 
vote on this matter soon. We have to 
get through this very important De-
fense bill, which is to take care of our 
troops. One of the managers of that, of 
course, is someone we look to for guid-
ance with military matters. That is 
JOHN MCCAIN, who, as we know, is a 
certified war hero. When that is fin-
ished, we will work this out on the pay-
roll tax. 

I hope that prior to the cloture vote 
having taken place and being nec-
essary, we will have some agreement 
on how to move forward because there 
are a lot of other things to do before 
the end of this year. There are other 
tax issues that are extremely impor-
tant that traditionally have been com-
pleted before the end of a year such as 
we are in right now. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. The last time my 
good friend the majority leader and I 
had a discussion on the floor, he re-
minded everyone he would get the last 
word. Of course, since he has prior rec-
ognition to me, he can get the last 
word if he chooses. So I will just re-
mind him of that at the outset. He will 
get the last word if he chooses to. I will 
not fight for the last word, but I will 
make this point with regard to the ob-
servation from my good friend. 

We have just heard essentially the 
argument going into next year’s elec-
tion. Argument No. 1 is it could have 
been worse. That is an inspiring mes-
sage to take to the American people. It 
could have been worse. 

We also heard argument No. 2. The 
second argument goes essentially like 
this: After being in the administration 
in power for 3 years, No. 1, it is George 
Bush’s fault. Among other causes of 
our current dilemma that have been 
cited by the President and others, in 
addition to the previous administra-
tion, it was a tsunami in Japan, it is 
the European debt crisis, of course it is 
the Republicans in Congress, it is those 
millionaires, it is those people in Wall 
Street. In short, it is everybody’s fault 
but ours. That is the argument they 
are left with when they are going into 
an election year facing the American 
people and they have nothing else to 
say. 

People don’t think the stimulus 
worked. People don’t like ObamaCare. 
They don’t like Dodd-Frank. There is 
absolutely nothing, in terms of positive 
accomplishment, our good friends can 
cite; thus the argument: It is any-
body’s fault but mine. 

It will be an interesting discussion 
going into next year, but it strikes me 
that our job in the Senate is not to 
frame campaign arguments on a week-
ly basis but actually try to get some-
thing done. As my friend indicated, 

there are things that need to be done 
before the end of this year: The Defense 
authorization bill that we will finish 
this week, the appropriations bills in 
one way or another—either a combina-
tion of them or a continuing resolu-
tion, each of them, through the end of 
the next fiscal year. 

We have tax extenders. We have the 
doc fix. We have the completion, in 
spite of the exercise we will engage in 
tomorrow, with two approaches to con-
tinuing the payroll tax extension. I 
have already indicated the over-
whelming majority of Republicans 
think it should be extended, and so we 
will have to figure out how to package 
that and actually accomplish some-
thing, not just come out on the floor 
and score political points but actually 
accomplish something for the Amer-
ican people on things such as unem-
ployment insurance, extension of the 
payroll tax reduction enacted a year 
ago, and the doc fix. These are the 
kinds of things that actually have to 
be done. The more time we spend on 
the floor with these political mes-
saging votes, the less time we actually 
have to do what the American people 
sent us to do. 

So I will be working with my friend, 
the majority leader. I mean, we work 
together every day. When we get past 
the political speeches and the show 
votes, there are things that need to be 
done, and we will be working together 
to get those things accomplished before 
Christmas. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader. 

Mr. REID. I agree with virtually ev-
erything the Republican leader said. I 
do think the Presidential election will 
be based on what took place in the 
Bush administration and how we have 
tried to recover from that, and how 
things have been exacerbated because 
of the tsunami and because of the Eu-
ropean debt crisis. 

I also agree wholeheartedly with my 
friend that we need to work together 
the rest of this Congress. It is difficult 
to do, but we need to set aside Presi-
dential politics and work in our sphere 
as legislative leaders to try to move 
this country along. So I look forward 
to that, and I appreciate the construc-
tive remarks of my friend. 

Madam President, I note the absence 
of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of S. 
1867, which the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1867) to authorize appropriations 

for fiscal year 2012 for military activities of 
the Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and 
for other purposes. 

Pending: 
Merkley amendment No. 1174, to express 

the sense of Congress regarding the expe-
dited transition of responsibility for mili-
tary and security operations in Afghanistan 
to the Government of Afghanistan. 

Feinstein amendment No. 1125, to clarify 
the applicability of requirements for mili-
tary custody with respect to detainees. 

Feinstein amendment No. 1126, to limit the 
authority of Armed Forces to detain citizens 
of the United States under section 1031. 

Franken amendment No. 1197, to require 
contractors to make timely payments to 
subcontractors that are small business con-
cerns. 

Cardin/Mikulski amendment No. 1073, to 
prohibit expansion or operation of the Dis-
trict of Columbia National Guard Youth 
Challenge Program in Anne Arundel County, 
MD. 

Begich amendment No. 1114, to amend title 
10, United States Code, to authorize space- 
available travel on military aircraft for 
members of the reserve components, a mem-
ber or former member of a reserve compo-
nent who is eligible for retired pay but for 
age, widows and widowers of retired mem-
bers, and dependents. 

Begich amendment No. 1149, to authorize a 
land conveyance and exchange at Joint Base 
Elmendorf Richardson, Alaska. 

Shaheen amendment No. 1120, to exclude 
cases in which pregnancy is the result of an 
act of rape or incest from the prohibition on 
funding of abortions by the Department of 
Defense. 

Collins amendment No. 1105, to make per-
manent the requirement for certifications 
relating to the transfer of detainees at 
United States Naval Station, Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, to foreign countries and other 
foreign entities. 

Collins amendment No. 1155, to authorize 
educational assistance under the Armed 
Forces Health Professions Scholarship Pro-
gram for pursuit of advanced degrees in 
physical therapy and occupational therapy. 

Collins amendment No. 1158, to clarify the 
permanence of the prohibition on transfers 
of recidivist detainees at United States 
Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to 
foreign countries and entities. 

Collins/Shaheen amendment No. 1180, re-
lating to man-portable air-defense systems 
originating from Libya. 

Inhofe amendment No. 1094, to include the 
Department of Commerce in contract au-
thority using competitive procedures but ex-
cluding particular sources for establishing 
certain research and development capabili-
ties. 

Inhofe amendment No. 1095, to express the 
sense of the Senate on the importance of ad-
dressing deficiencies in mental health coun-
seling. 

Inhofe amendment No. 1096, to express the 
sense of the Senate on treatment options for 
members of the Armed Forces and veterans 
for traumatic brain injury and posttrau-
matic stress disorder. 

Inhofe amendment No. 1097, to eliminate 
gaps and redundancies between the over 200 
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